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In nations ruled by developmentalist — democratic or not - regimes, the
practically observable rights and duties of citizens in regards to their state have
predominantly revolved around national economic development and individualized
material livelihood. What I propose to call developmental citizenship has served as a
basic framework for state-society (citizen) relationship in these nations. The state is
expected to concentrate on economic development so that its citizens can benefit as
private economic players in the market system — be workers, industrialists or
self-employed entrepreneurs. These issues have not been on the center stage of Western
politics and thus are not directly codified in terms of constitutional provisions and major

policy agenda, so the imported democracies in non-Western regions lack a systematic



legal and/or theoretical representation of developmental politics. In these societies, the
developmental politics as a mode of state governance and its citizenship ramifications
mostly exist as everyday political culture. Most countries asserting a supposedly
distinct political paradigm centered on national development have failed to sustain it as

legitimate and viable.
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